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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1503 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNGA, PINR (KASSIM, HUSSEIN ABDULKADIR) 

SUBJECT: BIO SKETCH ON SOMALI DELEGATION CHIEF AT UNGA 

REF: MOGADISCIO 1500 

HUSSEIN ABDULKADIR KASSIM HAS BEEN MINISTER OF MINERAL AND 
WATER RESOURCES SINCE 1974. BORN IN 1944, HUSSEIN WAS ONE 
OF FIRST GRADUATES OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, RECEIVING LAW 
DEGREE IN 1971. BEFORE AND DURING UNIVERSITY STUDY HUSSEIN 
WORKED AS AN ACCOUNTANT FOR MOBIL AND, LATER, BURMAH OIL AND, 
IN 1969, SERVED BRIEFLY AS NORTHERN REGIONAL MANAGER OF 
SOMALI AIRLINES. HUSSEIN HAS BEEN DE FACTO FOREIGN MINISTER 
SINCE APRIL WHEN THE FORMER MINISTER, OMAR ARTEH GHALIB, WAS 
DISMISSED. HE REPRESENTED SOMALIA AT THE OAU SUMMIT IN 
MAURITIUS AND AT THE MINISTERIAL-LEVEL TALKS PRECEDING THE 
NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT IN COLOMBO LAST MONVP. HUSSEIN REPORTEDLY 
SPEAKS GOOD ENGLISH. WHILE HIS PERSONAL POLITICAL BELIEFS AND 
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE U.S. ARE NOT KNOWN, HE HAS SEEMED TO 
HAVE LITTLE DIFFICULTY EXPRESSING THE GSDR'S BASICALLY ANTI- 
AMERICAN POSITIONS IN VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL FORA. 
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